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Research question

The “rst step in a research project is to come up with an
interesting question.

Bryman suggests having series of questions - this is often not
advisable.
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Sources
o Personal interest / experience
o Theory
@ Research literature
o Puzzles
o New social developments
@ Social problems
o Normative theory

Bryman (2008): 71-73
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What would be good criteria to judge research questions?
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o Clear
@ Specic

o Researchable / answerable

@ Connection with established theory / research
@ (Linked with each other)
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o Clear
@ Specic

o Researchable / answerable

@ Connection with established theory / research

@ Allow for original contribution
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Not too broad
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@ Allow for original contribution
@ Not too broad
@ Not too narrow (dixcult!)

Bryman (2008): 74

Jos Elkink research questions



Outline

Inspirations

Quiality criteria
Examples
Sample exam question

Criteria

Clear
Speci ¢
Researchable / answerable

e © ¢ ¢

Connection with established theory / research

@ Allow for original contribution
@ Not too broad

@ Not too narrow (dixcult!)

e Socially relevant? Policy relevance?

Bryman (2008): 74
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o Why do some states spend more on weapons than others?

o Why is voter turnout in local elections lower in some cities
than in others?
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Examples

o Why do some states spend more on weapons than others?

o Why is voter turnout in local elections lower in some cities
than in others?

o What accounts for the regime longevity in North Korea?

o What explains why some countries pursue nuclear weapons
and others do not?

@ What are the main axes of political competition among
political parties?

o How does the electoral system a®ect the distribution of seats
in parliament?
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Sample exam question

Evaluate the following research questions:

© How democratic is the United States?
@ The foreign policy of Nazi Germany.

© What role has the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
subsequent loss of funding played in the Irish Republican
Army's decision to bargain for peace?
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