
Outline
Politics research

Course outline
Citations

Analysing Politics
Lecture 1: Introduction

Jos Elkink

University College Dublin

January 18, 2010

Jos Elkink introduction



Outline
Politics research

Course outline
Citations

1 Politics research

2 Course outline

3 Citations

Jos Elkink introduction



Outline
Politics research

Course outline
Citations

Outline

1 Politics research

2 Course outline

3 Citations

Jos Elkink introduction



Outline
Politics research

Course outline
Citations

Political science

\Political science is the study of governments, public policies and
political processes, systems, and political behavior." (APSA)
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Examples

Putnam's Making Democracy Work

Referendum on the Lisbon Treaty

Dutch Parliamentary Research Project 2001
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Methods

Methods are applied in many places:

Academic research
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Our approach

This course: positivist, empirical political science, including both
quantitative and qualitative approaches.
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Textbook

Alan Bryman,
Social research methods,
3rd edition (2008).
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Textbook

Alan Bryman,
Social research methods,
3rd edition (2008).

Earl Babbie,
The practice of social research,
10th edition (2004).
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Lectures
1 General introduction
2 Quantitative methods
3 Qualitative methods

Tutorials

Research project

Exam

Syllabus
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Questionnaire design (10%)
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Assignments

Questionnaire design (10%)(group-based)

Data analysis (10%)

Exam (70%)

Tutorial participation (10%)
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Tutorials

1 Research questions and questionnaire design
2 Research questions and questionnaire design
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2 Research questions and questionnaire design
3 Data analysis in Excel
4 Data analysis in Excel
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Tutorials

1 Research questions and questionnaire design
2 Research questions and questionnaire design
3 Data analysis in Excel
4 Data analysis in Excel
5 Exam preparation
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Exam

2 hour exam
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2 hour exam

appliedquestions

one question for each block

examples in lectures
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Newman Building, room F304
jos.elkink@ucd.ie
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Contact

Newman Building, room F304
jos.elkink@ucd.ie

Discussion Board on Blackboard

Always check Blackboard!
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Plagiarism

Is not allowed.
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Plagiarism

Is not allowed.

Details can be found in the syllabus.
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References in text

Transitions to democracy have to be seen as a dynamic process
(Rustow 1970).

The divisions in political science are detrimental to scienti¯c
progress (Pye 1990: 3-4).
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Quotations in text

\Thus, today, neither content nor method provides an 'essential
core' for the discipline as a whole" (Pye 1990: 4).
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References: article

Pye, Lucian. 1990. \Political Science and the Crisis of
Authoritarianism." American Political Science Review84: 3-19.
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References: book

Shively, W. Phillips. 2004.The craft of political research.6th ed.
London: Prentice-Hall.
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References: internet

Schafersman, Steven. 1994.An Introduction to Science: Scienti¯c
thinking and the scienti¯c method.
http://www.freeinquiry.com/intro-to-sci.html, downloaded18
January 2008.
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References: internet

Schafersman, Steven. 1994.An Introduction to Science: Scienti¯c
thinking and the scienti¯c method.
http://www.freeinquiry.com/intro-to-sci.html, downloaded18
January 2008.

... and make sure you have a print-out or copy saved.
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